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16 Con. the” xv. og 5 3 to 57. 


: Map this corruptible muſt put on mel, 
and this mortal muſt put on immoridlity, 
* when this corruptible Mall have put on 
 incorruption, and this mortal ſhall have put 
on immortalit, then ſhall be brought fo paſs # 
the faying that i is written, Death is feeallowed 5 
up in victory. 0 death, where is thy fling * 
0 grave, where is thy victory ? The fling of 5 
| death is fin, and the firength of ſin is the Ag „ 
But thanks be to God, which giveth us the 
victory, through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ? 


'& e aptvent; in de Poti wad ith 
dious inhabitants of Corinth, to turn, with 
ſome diſguſt, from that plainneſs of ſpeech, 
and ſimplicity of manners, which eminently 
diſtinguiſhed the Apoſtles of Chriſt, The 
Greeks expected, in the publication of A 
new doctrine, the ſame elegance of language, 
and the ſame arts of elequence, to which 
philoſophers in their ſchools, and orators in 
their forums, had ſo long accuſtomed them. 
But in this expectation the chriſtian converts | 
were not * It was not fit, that a 
EY 2 reigns: 
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. coming 6 from God, at- 
teſted by ſimple facts, and reyealing ſimple, 
but important truths, ſhould be debated like 
a ſyſtem. of Pagan ethics, or depend for its 
ſucceſs upon the efforts and inventions of 
2) human ingenuity. _ No. The faith of obriſ- 
tians was to ſtand, not in the wiſdom of man, | 
but i in the power of God not in the ſtrength 
of an oratory, which often dazzles, and miſ- 
leads, but 1 in the evidence of a divine au- 


TE thority ; — in the. declarations of God by 


Jeſus Chriſt, confirmed. by his death and 
9 reſurrection, and by thoſe ſigns and miracles, 
which the Apoſtles, by the Spirit of God, 
were enabled to perform. Accordingly Paul 
tells the Corinthians, that he. preached the 7p 

goſpel, not with, excellence of ſpeech, not 
with enticing words of man's wiſdom, but i in 
demonſtration of the ſpirit and of power. He 
left to teachers of a different ſtamp the 
deſire of that fame, which has been aptly 
called a fancied life in others breath. — His 
ambition was to gain, not the palm of elo- 
quence, but the higher glory of inſtructing 
ignorance, and. of ſaving immortal ſouls, 
through the influence of divine principles, 
from vice here and miſery hereafter. 
„ dat 


{a 5 * f 

Re” But though It ae purſuit of this great 
object he deſpiſed the artificial eloquence; 
which was ſo prevalent, at that period; both 
in Greece and Rome, he ſhews on ſeveral 
occaſions, where his ſubject demanded it of 
him, that he was richly furniſhed with alt 
the endowments, that are eſſential to the 
higheſt kind of oratory, and without which 
the arts of mere rhetoric are but the trifling 
of vain-glory. There is in many parts of 


bis writings, and particularly in this chap- 


ter, a correctneſs of diſcrimination, a ſtrength 
of argument, an animated appeal both to 
the judgment and the heart, that, conſidered 
merely in a critical view, is not exceeded by 
the moſt admired productions of ancient or 
of modern times. And: it is only becauſe 
we read theſe writings from our infancy 
without. reflection, only becauſe through uſe 
they have loſt that charm of novelty, which 
is neceſſary to beget attention, and excite 
admiration, that their merit, even in this 
view, is not more generally acknowledged, 

| on their effect more deeply felt. & 

The chapter from which the text is taken 

contains an argument, upon the leading and 
n important doctrine of the chriſtian re- 
velation, 5 


(6) 


8 that fully: verifies theſe 1 
This argument the apoſtle ſupports through - 
out with great ſtrength of reaſoning.—It is 
Mluſtrated and embelliſhed by the powers of 
a rich and well regulated fancy; and it 
is cloſed with a dignity and pathos, not 
inferior to the nobleſt paſſages of Cicero's or 
' Erſkine's eloquence, even when their plead- 
ings were fired and elevated by the inſpi- 
ration of that liberty, which rouſed all the 
ſenſibilities of their hearts, and called forth | 
all the ad of their RNs me gs: : 
ened minds. ; | 
Ihe ſubject of the an Ar of all 
ſubjects the moſt intereſting to man; it is 
the certainty and the glory of the reſurrec- 
tion of the juſt, upon which he argues, with 
the fulneſs of perſonal conviction, and with 
the ardour that accompanies a ſincere deſire 
ol impreſsing conviction upon others. Hav- 
ing urged his own proofs, and anſwered the 
objections of thoſe, who oppoſed or perverted 
the chriſtian doctrine upon this point, he 
breaks out into an animated and ſublime 
apoſtrophe, exulting over the laſt enemy of 
man, and offering -praiſe to God, Who had 
5 ou him the — Jeſus Chriſt. - 
5 as 


This corruption muſt put on incorruption, 
* and this mortal muſt put on immortality, 
: * And when this cotruptible ſhall have put 
V on incofruption, and this mortal ſhall have 
e put on immortality, then ſhall be fulflſled 
the ſaying that is written, Death is ſwal- 
4 lowed up in victory. O death, where is 

* thy ſting? O grave, where is thy victory? 
The ſting of death is fin, and the ftrength 
* of fin is the law; but thanks be to God, 
* who giveth us the We W our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt. ? 
O death, where is thy fting—that ing 
which wounds ſo deep, and with which thou 
haſt ſo long poiſoned and imbittered the joys | 
of humanity ? O grave, where is thy vic- 
tory—that victory by which thou haſt ſub- 
dued the minds of men, and ſubjected them 
| through life to fear and bondage? The 
ſting of death is fin : for it is ſin that gives 
to death his power of injury, and fills the 
foul with the horrors of anticipated puniſh- 
ment; and the ſtrength of ſin is the law, 


for it is the law that gives to conſcience _ 


light and feeling, and makes fin itſelf appear 
more ſinful. But by the milder ſpirit of that 


gol pel, which "Pons 1 to the broken 
: 6 88 | _ | 


E 

heart, the rigour of the law is ſoftened 
the remiſsion of ſins is promiſed to the peni- 
tent and the power of ſin, which is alſo 
the power of death, is humbled and ſub- 
dubd through the influence of thoſe prin - 
ciples, which win the heart to the love of 
God and goodneſs. Thus death is diſarmed 
of thoſe fatal weapons, on which alone he 
| could rely for laſting trophies ; and thus he 

is preſented to the chriſtian an enemy in- 


deed but an enemy comparatively inoffen- 
ſive, over whom, through Jeſus Chriſt, mp 


may obtain a full and final-conqueſt. Well 


then may we'unite our voices with that of 
the apoſtle in his triumphant ſong, O F 
« death, where is thy ſting ? O! grave, 
« where is thy victory? The ſting of death 
« is ſin, and the ſtrength of fin is the law; 

but thanks be to God, who giveth us the 
victory through Jeſus Chriſt.” _ 
What 1 propoſe in addreſsing you fo 
_ theſe words is to point out the ground of 
peculiar thankfulneſs to God, which both 
the common and enlightened chriſtian has 
above all other men in anticipating the ap- 


proach, and conquering the _ of death. 
| | To 
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0 — this anti e the bono 
with which * naturally accompanied, 
and to render the thinking mind tranquil 
in the proſpect of diſſolution, two things 
appear to be abſolutely neceſſary; firſt, 
that we ſhould poſſeſs the aſſurance of im- 
mortality, to relieve the imagination from 
i that dread of falling back into nothing, which 
is of all ſentiments the moſt melancholy, 
and the moſt revolting to the heart; and, 
ſecondly; that with this aſſurance of life, we 
would be aſſured alſo of mercy to forgive 
our ſins, and to inſpire us with Confidence 
towards God, that we may thus be de livered ' 
from the fear of puniſhment, which is natu- 
ral to a frail and guilty creature. Let us 
econſider the advantage 21 - os 'commory 
pena: Points; 102 on 
There is, among the Joys of all coun- 
tries and all religions, a belief of immor- 
tality, ariſing from the natural 'defire of 
living, and ſtrengthened. by uniform tradi- 
tion, which has certainly ſome influence 
upon practice, and ſome effect in OO 
the ſoul againſt the terrors of death. But 


even amongſt the moſt civilized na „ 


which" n not ee the light of reve- 
155 3 lation, 


holds good with reſpect to the ,placability | 


. 
| tia the 0 jects of this helief were in- 
_ diſtin, and ill defined,; and the belief itſelf 
Was connected with many abſurdities, which 
muſt have greatly; weakened its power over. Aa 
mind of any reflexion. The ſame remark 


of the Divine nature, which was believed 
indeed, but believed in ſuch a way, as led 
to every kind of ſuperſtition, and in many 
caſes jan aoral enormities of the moſt ſhock- 
ing kind. Whatever notions the people en 
1 gw; upon theſe. two eſſential points 
were confuſed, and therefore inefficaczous, 
They were derived not from reaſon 1 for to 
this they were in general | utterly repug - 
nant; but from the fſictions of fancy, and 
the traditions of the 2 b ee | 
0 folly er . um, There was no con- 
- ſiſtent ſcheme of doctrine, no rational views 
of the Divine Sovernment, no means of 
_ enlightening faith, and i impreſsing the ob- 
| a xe it upon the mind, ſo as to ſer it ; 
2a a ſource of comfort and improvement. 
In a word, it may e of the people, 
3 205 ſuch circumſtances, that they were, to 
all WE: mee. without. God! and 


alle | without 


— 


1 


nw Hos, great is the be 
rity even of the common chriſtian in this 
reſpect. To him the doctrines in queſtion, 
which are indeed the leading and eſſential 


doctrines of the goſpel, are revealed ſo 


| clearly, that he who runs may read ;—re- 


e in a way that is admirably adapted 
cir [2 | , and moſt ſoothing to 
the rn heart. There are many circums þ. 
| ſtances both in the revelation itſelf, and in 
the mode of making it, which cannot ha. 
to impreſs a conſiderate mind. It is ſaid to 
come from God through the mediation f 
his Son. It N the moſt rational and the 
iews of his nature and go- 


wenment. Its Author diſeovers the moſt. 
amiable condeſcenſion in inſtructing the ig; 
norant by leſſons of wiſdom, and encourag- 
ing the timid,” by aſſuring them that he 
was appointed the meſſenger and repreſen- 


tative of God ts declare the remiſsion of 


fins, and bring life and immortality to 
night. He is faid to have proved the au- 
thentieity of this high commifsion by figns 
and mighty deeds, which no man could have | 
done lt God? had beers with i him; ay 


10 . Ae, . for the 
preſs purpoſe of ſnewing, that he rg 
from God to lay down his life, and take it 
up again, and thus proving that his doctrine | 
Was not his own, but his that ſent; him. 
I am not enquiring at preſent whether 
wels are facts or fictions. I, only me 
1 oblerve, - that, chriſtianity, as A; ſyſtem. of 
religion upon reco in the New Teſtament, 
teaching with authority, the two great doc- 
trines, that are ſo neceſſary to the peace of 
the. ſoul—teaching them in this ſoothing 
 manner—with many circumſtances. calcu- 
lated, to impreſs and fortify the hearts of 
common men, has a maniſeſt and ſtriking 
ſuperiority over every thing that has ap- 
peared under the form of religion in our 
. world. Hence it muſt produce a ſalutary 
nl influence, eſpecially in diſpelling the terrors 
of death from . thoſe, minds, which cordially 
embrace it as the truth of God. If it is 
firmly believed, that God has i in very deed 
_ declared by a mediator, acting upon his au- 


180 thority, that he will forgive the penitent, 
. grant eternal life to as many as ſhall 
LR ſeek: it by a wert continuance in well 


* + Fo 3 : doing 2B; 


ch 


erbe, is [firmly [belſendd a8 truth 
and impreſſed upon the heart by medita- 
tion, it is from the nature of man impoſ- 


gie, but that ſuch a faith muſt greatly 


allay the apprehenſions of a tender con- 
ſcience, and leſſen the fear of a future 
judgment, Which conſcience would other- 0 
wiſe aggravate and : mbi | i 
deſite of living, which Vin ſtrongeſt in the beſt 

minds, is thus fully gratified the miſ- 

givings, which would mingle with it, are 
checked by the declarations of heaven, and 
the aſſurance of reigning and rejoicing for 

ever with Chriſt and good men in the pre- 
ſence, of God, 'deprives our laſt Seng 2 95 
very weapon that is truly formidable. 

takes dom death _ fung, and 1 the 
grave his victory. ume NH bak FWD. . 
But for the ki of this en eſe 
of Chriſtian faith we are not left to reaſon- 


ing merely. It is atteſted by uniform ex- 


perience and obſervation. | | A ne felt, 
every age af chriſtianity. -The hoop of i im 

mortality confi med and in by the : 
: ky and authoritatire OC : 


PREY. var races which eee eee 5 
| nototherwiſe have poſſeſſed, and in nurnberleſs 
inſtance 5,a triumphant ſuperiority, which phi- 

loſophy could not inſure to the wiſeſt men of 
| Greece and Rome. It gives ſteadineſs even 

to minds that are naturally feebl and timid. 5 

It enables ſuch minds to meet death, not . 

5 n thatmaddcnisy 0 : 


nor with that Aupsd e whi ch in- 
| Read. of being, as [ſome ſeem” to-think-it, = 
the triumph of reaſon, is, in my mind; diſ- 
graceful to a reaſonable being; but with 
that collected firmneſs, that ſober and manly 
rejoicing of hope, which ariſes from a per- 
fect confidence in the mercy of God, through 
Chriſt, and | the full aſſurance: of ever] afting 
yt OK are Saks: 8 eee K 
know the goſpel to have produced, i ; 
. ebe er e the 3 who e be- 


5 that the education of the OT even q 


— EI $-j6 | 8 = 
* %y 


tom that mixture 0b human. eros, | 
which has been incorporated by eſtabli(l 
creeds, | with the ſimple docttines of the 

teacher of Nazareth. Not even Fe 
ſpect, they have an unſpeakable ad = 
over the ſame deſcription ofmas under any 
be e u nen unding record, 

. peruſal of vbich they may not 
N Ader hs genuine doctrines of in- 
ſpiration, as far as the knowledge of them 
is eſſential to practice, but may obtain be- 


ſides ſuch general views at leaſt of the teſti -· 


mony upon which it reſts, as are well adapted 
to ſtrike their minds, and to produce a ra- 
tional conviction. They have moreover the 
unſpeakable benefit of a ſtanding win 
to explain this record; to give righ 
cConceptions of its ſcope e and 
be... wen po its — ee upon their 


A i ins, wap 6:00) oe 
| pets ſo much perverted from its proper end. 


andi in every reſpect perhaps ſo imperfectly 


conducted, as not to produce all the good 
| 1 which hn n . 
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— eee « 0 te pepper | ; 
ju yet don much, re cy ” 
the promotion both of knowledge and will 
fort. —It has given even to common chrif- 
95 cults juſter views of God, and a more decided 
f 2 over the dread of diſſolution, than 


wen or poſſeſſed by the ſages of = 


omuch that it may be truly 
ſad; the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater in this reſpot; than coup pron out 
ori. tobe Hie "of N 5 715 
I am well en that the eber af 
infidelity labour hard to eſtabliſh the opi- 
nion, that this triumph over death; eſpecially | 
| when n a 
only — ill- informed or the enthus _ 
ſiaſtic, ſeldom, if ever, among the TO 
| inquiſitive. ut opinion may 
paſs ain ng the ignorant part L 
mirers} it cannot be impoſed ' ori any man, 
who reads or thinks impartially for himſelf. 
For to ſuch a man it muſt be known, that 
numbers, eee age of the chriſtian oy 


nfidence and rejoicing, is found 


bers who proved themſelves | 
e conduct to be ws the 
ſoundeſt 


npanied with any animated ex- . 


en) 


foundeſt underſtanding and evoleſt inveſti . 
gation, have diſcovered, both in the diſtant 
contemplation and S e approach of 
; 5 death, : a lively and ſublime aſſurance. a At N 
the ſame time it cannot, and need not be 
denied, that thoſe ſtudies and ſpecul tions, 
in which the reaſoning power is chieffy ex- 
erciſed, do tend, in many caſes, to take 
ſomething from the ardor of feel ng, and by 
conſequence reduce to a lower tone, ac 
emotions of hope and joy, of which perſons 
of warmer imagination and ſtronger paſsions 
are more ſuſceptible. But ſurely neither 
the ſtrength nor the value of faith ought to 
be eſtimated merely by conſtitutional or 
| accidental ſenſibility. The calm devotion, 


the compoſed tranquillity, the rational, but 


ſteady hope of a ſober and collected mind. 
are perhaps more dignified, certainly not leſs 
beautiful and pleaſing, than the raptures;of 
a' more animated and exulting faith. Each is 
| good 1 in its kind, when connected with juſt 
views, and founded upon juſt grounds; ande 
nothing but Ins or uy mk Ander, 
value either.. 8 
But it may be faid, it ai but a . 
and ener ee over the fear of death is 


. n . 


aid of revelation; and has been obtained by | 
the wiſe and good in all ages, and under all 
forms of religion. We are not diſpoſed to 
deny this. There is a native firmneſs of 
mind, aided by the dread of being accounted 
weak and cowardly, which enables ſome men, 
in all variety of circumſtances, to die without 
diſcovering fear to others, perhaps without 
fdeling it ſtrongly themſelves. It is not ſo 
much in the mere act of dying, as in the 
previous thoughits and apprehenſions of a re- 
flebting mind; in anticipating death, that the 
advantage of faith is conſpicuous. We have 


ſieen this advantage in the caſe of common 


chhriſtians, whoſe belief muſt be e on 


Wo Ley: more than on enquiry. | 


But it may be ſaid, wherein lies the 1 11 
i rity of an enlightened; chriſtian over an en- 
| lightened | heathen, ſince both muſt ulti- 
x mately found their faith upon the inveſti- 
- pations of reaſon and the ſtrength of evi- 
. dence? It is not intended, in anſwer to this 
quueſtion, to undervalue thoſe moral proba- 
bilities, ariſing from the nature of man, and 
the perfections of God, in favour of a future 
_ HTN occurrec to the wiſe men of 


Wy 


antiquity, and which certainly had ſome 
influence in cheering their hearts and ſup- 
| Porting their courage in the proſpect of 
death. But when we have given theſe 28 
much weight as their warmeſt advocates can 
| With, and more, than in the eſtimation of 
ſome, they ſeem to deſerve, ſtill it will be 
admitted that they are weak and defective. 
T bey are far, very far indeed, from being 
ſufficiently concluſive, to enſure that on- 


viction of the heart, that undoubting, ani- 5 


mated confidence, which on ſuch a N * 

ſo important and deſirable. I Ai 

I his fully appears even from the nition 
of thoſe eminent men, who argued and acted 

| beſt on the principles of natural religion. 
It appears from that half aſſent, that heſi- 
tation of belief, which was the higheſt attain- 


ment to which they could riſe upon this | 


woſt intereſting of all doctrines. | The great 
men of antiquity had not the folly, if it de- 

ſerye ſo ſoft a name, which ſome, who would 

be thought to pay them honour, attribute to 

them, and in which themſelves pretend to 
glory; the deſpicable folly of affecting indif- 

ference upon a point, which excites, and de- 

_— excites, the anxiety af every feeling - 
| | = 2 8 * | 
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Heart. On the contrary, we find them giv- 
Ing as much faith as they could to their own 
concluſions, diſcovering a lively concern and 
deſire that theſe concluſions might prove 

true, lamenting that their evidence was ſo 

defective, and their convictions ſo feeble, 
and ardently wiſhing for that light which 
we enjoy, to bring eaſe to their doubts, and 
confirmation to their reaſonings; to give 

diſtinctneſs to their views, and ſteadineſs to 
their hopes. Away then with that indif- 
ference on this ſubject, which ſome men 


| honour with the name of philoſophy. 10 


be indifferent whether at death we ſhall 
periſh finally, or riſe to ſhare an everlaſting 
exiſtence with all the wiſe and good, is the 
indifference of idiotiſm—an apathy utterly 
repugnant. to: nature We to . its or 
actions. SE OTH: . 
Now the W of the chriſtian lies i in 
thing that his religion pretends to give that 
very ſatisfaction which the wiſe heathens 
wanted, which the human heart requires, 


but which mere reaſoning never did and never 


will give---the ſatisfaction ariſing from 8 5 
Divine revelation, expreſsly made for the 
purpoſe of inſpiring confidence towards 
V | God, 


02 


God, and declaring the octtabity of a a futüe 4 
life. - The truth of this revelation reſts upon 
the teſtimony of upright, diſintereſted wit- | 

neſſes to the plain facts of the evangelic 
hiſtory. If this proof is admitted, then 
doubt is at an end ; the probabilities of. 
reaſon give place to the aſſurance of faith, 
and the aſſent of the heart is com- 
manded, as well as ; that of the under- : 
ending. e e 5 
It is not the time to enquire oj! far the . 

evidence which ſupports theſe facts is or is : 
not deciſive. It has been deemed decilive by 

ſome of the firſt judges of evidence that ever 

appeared in the world—by Bacon, the won- 
der of his own age and of poſterity, for ſa- 
gacity, and reſearch; by Hale, the glory 
of the Engliſh laws; by Locke, who unco- 

vered the myſteries of the human mind it- — 
ſelf, and traced its various windings to their 
ſource ;' by Lyttleton and Weſt, unwilling. 


converts to the power of truth; by Newton, | 


che pride of all philoſophy, who after\ſpan- 
ning out the heavens, and fixing the laws 
of nature by the ſtrength of demonſtration, 
did not diſdain, nay gloried to employ his 
ba org powers, in . a diſintereſted, 
firm 


(9). 


firm, n to. the truth os that revela - 
tion, from which he derived comfort amidſt 
the uncertainties of human reaſoning, and 
on which he reſſed, his haves for an eternal 
world. 
þ 2. it Is a too, that theſe ns 
men were not prieſts hired and bound to de- 
fend the religion of the ſtate ; nor politi- 
cians, who have one faith for the ſenate- 
houſe and another for the parlour. No, they 
were the unbidden, unpenſioned advocates 
of what they accounted: moſt important 
truth; ſome of whom, whilſt they defended 
. chriſtianity itſelf, were objects of ſuſpicion, 
or even of reproach, for the freedom with 
which they thought about particular doc- 
: trines, which they found only in eſtabliſhed 
fy <> formulae, ee in . New 


111 is not aut 5 a the, opinion 

of theſe great men, to inculcate an undue 
deference. for any human auth ority, how- 
ever reſpectable. But ſately it is fair to 
ſtate their opinion, as a preſumption, and 1 
think it no light preſumption neither, that 


inan evidence, which could force conviction 
| EE d reſted 


0 
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reſted, thus competent to judge, there muſt 
be ſome weight at leaſt; ſome little ſem- 
blance of probability, ſufficient; one Would 


think, to protect the chriſtian againſt' the 


filly ſneers and nee epa e ve; the 
A of infidelity. J 
It is not our preſent purgofs" to fate” th 
to defend this evidence. We only mean to 
urge, what I think it is ĩimpoſsible to deny, 
| that if in weighing it there is found" but a 
ſingle grain of addition to the probabilities 
of reaſon on the great points in queſtion, 
that grain muſt and ouglit to be ſtated to the 
advantage of chriſtianity. But if tlie pre-. 
| ponderance is not trivial, but great and de- 
Cidded, ſo as to bring a clear and full con- 
viction to the mind, Then is his ſuperiority 
manifeſt and glorious. The advocate of na- 
tural religion has only a few moral preſump- 
tions, to which no one ever yet did or ever 
Will attach any great degree of confidence; 
Which leave the minds even of thoſe who 
are difpoſed to acknowledge their force, in 
a wavering, uneaſy, and perplexing ſtate. 
The chriſtian has theſe in common with 
him; but he has moreover that, which "the 
oy has: a, which alone can ſatisfy the 
iet 1 underſtanding 
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6 1 and cheer the heart, the des 
_ claratioh of God himſelf, proved to be ſuch 
: by an evidence, which to his mind carries 
an undoubting conviction. If he believe the. 
facts of the evangelic hiſtory, he cannot 
diſbelieve the doctrines and promiſes, which 
they are brought to ſupport and he muſt 
believe, of courſe, the higheſt and moſt eſ- 
ſential of them all, the doctrine of A le 
rection from the des... 36. 
Now will any one ſay, that in his view 
of the matter an enlightened; diſciple 'of 
| Jeſus, given to reflection and poſſeſsing ſen- 
ſibility, has no advantage over an enlightened 
hueathen, of the ſame deſcription, in con- d 
templating, anticipating, and meeting his 
aſt enemy ? | Diſputes may be held about 
_ the nature or degree of the evidence, about 
the nature or degree of the reliance which we 
ought to place upon it; but the moment 
that its force is actually felt, ſo as to bring # 
practical perſuaſion to'the heart, that moment 
the ſuperiority of the chriſtian is determined. 
For to ſay that faith on this great point 
is not preferable to ſcepticiſm—or that he 
who believes firmly has no advantage over 
 himewho either believes not at all, or re- 


"2 5 delights i in running cou 


69), 


ineins in a 1 of heſitation. and . | 
plexity, would argue a love of ſingularity— 0 
a pitch of vanity. beyond the common at- 
tainment even of that philoſophy, | which 


ſenſe, and in n the en ran 
of mankind. ; 7 
. + Fhe N 5 this philoſophy, - which £ 
deſpiſes equally the probabilities of reaſon 
and the truths of revelation, are indeed be- 

| yond deſcription dreadful; © They bring 
death to the ſoul here, by threatening it 
with death hereafter: | They extinguiſh all 
_ theriſing energies of the mind, and all the 
tendereſt ſympathies of the heart. If F 
can believe theſe doctrines, then muſt I be- 
lieve, that the firſt and ſtrongeſt of all de- 
fires, the deſire of living, has been given 
only that the thought of its final diſap- 
pointment may deſtroy the reliſh of its 

preſent gratification; Then muſt I believe; 
that the human ſoul, which, in this ſtate; 
can but juſt expand its germ, and put fortn 
its bloſſoms, ſhall never realize its flattering 


promiſes of a harveſt to come. Then muſt 


I believe, that all the beſt affections of na- 
8 ture Sein, Aa. ſweet, but temporary. and pre- 
: 1 OE. carious | 


ter to the common . 
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" confolations of religion? For myſelf, I had 
rather dream—if i it were nothing but dream- 
ah ing—1 had rather dream a thouſand and a 


than wake once to the 
to be one, which would draw a terrific 
gloom. over all thoſe proſ pects, that miti- 

gate the evils and enhanee the joys of man, 
But a reality it cannot be, if there is a juſt 
and mereiſul 
Ad has: given to us the word of Hife. 


4 £ * * 0 
Es . 2 , by 18 
a 1 
* * 
7 F 
. J 
5 11 
4 


8 eo Ms in the e of: 


triendihip, and the endearments of domeſtic | 


life, only that the idea of everlaſting ſe- 


| eee may come home bs ex _ ſoul i in 
wee e ene 5 

in the name of wiſdom what is avi in the 
- ſhort and interrupted enjoyments of hu- 
manity, that could compenſate for the 
aanxiety and pain, which ſuch ideas muſt 
| occaſion to the thoughtful, eſpecially in 
thoſe hours of ſorrow, when all other con- 


ſolations are unavailing, if not aided by the 


ouſand times the dream of immortality, 
reality, ſuppoſing it 


God, who rules the n : 


Infidel, ceaſe !- tread not with, dung ſtep 8 
hid cruel” purpoſe, that hallowed ground, 


which upholds, and upholds well whatever 


wiſdom or affection values moſt. | Reſpect, 
7 po . „ C | 3 . at 


cm). 


rit, . nd: "4 Nu. V hs ner 1 
leave him that faith, which-alone 1 
cile him to the death of er. eh 3 5 


can fortify his courage in the proſpect of 


his own, which alone can fill his dt . 
peace and j joy in believing.” - 
But why beſpeak the ee of bs 


fidelity, when we may ſecutely defy its 


moſt inveterate enmity? We are coy: 
with the armour of God 


—we wield the _ 


weapons of everlaſting truth. We ſand 


upon that rock, againſt which the gutes of ; 
hell ſhall not prevail. We know in whom 
we have believed, and that he is able to 


keep the good thing, which we commit to 5 


him, till the fair dawning of that morn; 
which ſhall give us back all that has been 
excellent ih wiſdom and in virtue; all that 
has been pleaſing to the eye of e . 
dear to the Heart of affection. 


Ves, ye venerable. wenn ow hays 5 


enliglttened and ne the world, it 
was with this proſpect before you, that ye 
- eee the midnight oil in laborious 
1 es—that ye exhauſted the energies _ 

6 your. minds, and the ſtrength of your 

| „ , 
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bodies, i in illuſtrating * truths, and 
dommunicating uſeful knowledge. Ve too, 
who have ſuffered perſecution ſor the ſake 
of righteouſneſs, who have nobly thought, 
and bravely died in the defence of truth 


yes, ye fanned your holy ambition, xe 
nerved your high and generous reſolves, by 


the deſire and hope of that divine appro- 


bation, which will crown your labours with 


eternal * Ve ſhall not loſe your 
expecta We ſhall ſee you owned and 
| ee. in the midſt of an aſſembled 


univerſe, by him who was himſelf a volun- 


tary victim to his love of truth and human 

| happineſs. We ſhall fee you receive the 
crown of righteouſneſs from his hands, 
whoſe doctrines inſpired: vou with high pur- 


pPoſes; whoſe ſpirit guided you in the exe- 


cution of them; whoſe example taught you 


- to labour and ſuffer ſor God and eternity. 


and ſweetened the cup 


And ye, whoſe ſilent virtues have adorned 
chriſtianity in the more humble walks of 
private life; whoſe gentle ſpirits and kind 

- attentions have ſmoothed the brow of care, 


of enjoyment, and 


_ _ Cheered the circle of domeſtic relations, xe 
+, aa: nat be n 0 bim. wha anſwered 
D ſo 
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. lo well 65 „d Ales ; Prey P OE” 
his flock like a ſhepherd ; who gathered the Be, 
lambs. with his arm, and carried them in 

his boſom, and gently. led thoſe” that were 


with young. He who was meek and lowly 
in heart—who delighted 1 in encouraging the 
timid, and confirming the doubtful—will 


bring you ſafely to the peaceful manſions 
of his Father's houſe, and reſtore to „ 


ſight, to your everlaſting ſociety, thoſe ob- 


jects, without which heaven. itſelf would be 


but NEE? a e to F000 beate of Ow 
wo 26 

_ With PRETY a " Serie" To Friend, ws" 
155 thus deſtroyed the power of ſin by de- 
dlaring the mercy of God to the penitent, 
and thus ſecured us a victory over death by 7 
the aſſurance of immortality, can we yet 
give way to melancholy or deſpondence in 
reflecting on our latter end? Can we be 
greatly intimidated at the approach of an 
enemy, who is ſtripped of all his deadly 


weapons? Or can we ſuffer ourſelves, en- 


tertaining as we do theſe glorious views of a 
future and everlaſting union, to ſorrow as 
we ee, METS no 1 8 Shall we not 
VVV dec 
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ter join ha 8 s Giempb-0 0! k 
death, where is thy ſting? Ot: grave, where 
. thy 3 2 Nr be to God, who 


giveth us the victo! "_— Jeſus . 5 
| our Lord. | 85 


Let me 1 m Ieidfddence, that the 
"at of chriſtian faith, which we 
have been endeavouring to eſtabliſh, is ex- 


perimentally felt by thoſe, who have litened 


to this diſcoutſe. The Joſs of a huſband, 
of a father, of a paſtor, will naturally draw 
tears of ſorrow from the eye of affection, 
and raiſe the ſigh of regret in the boſom of 
friendſhip or of gratitude. But if we be⸗ 
. Jieye the precious promiſes of the goſpel z 
il we are perſuaded, that the man who has 
laboured in the cauſe of truth, and lived in 


will ſoften the papg of grief, and bind up 
the broken heart, The loſs may be great, 
but it is not without, 4 femedy, The ſe· 
Paration may be bitter, but it cannot be 


laſting. For the day of our redemption too 


An near, when we alſo ſhall reſt 
Len e ape Teton 
„ e ammo 


the practice of virtue, is gone before us ta | 
mirs his reward; the conviction ſurelß 


ben) 


linen oc nd then our 1 with 8. 
all th. . een loved n * Joytuk * | 

Wh ns the: — of chriſtianity Rs 
is added; in the cafe Which has occaſioned 
theſe remarks, the pleaſing: reflection, that 
a life reſpectable and uſeful has been fuc-. 
ceeded by a death comparatively eafy— 
without any laſting illneſs, or any lingering 
pain, or any great declenſion of intellect. 
It is ſuch a death as every good man would: 
deſire, if he could have his wiſh; ſuch a 


death as your late worthy paſtor and friend: - 


_ Yeſired himſelf, becauſe, as he ſaid, he 
placed no dependence on the repentance of 
a deathibed ; but was ee that the 7 
Fee which is eſſe 
babitual. Senſible that his end was 2 = 
ings he expreſſed the ſteadineſs of his 
faith—his ſatisfaction in tlie r of a 
fon, and his thankfulneſs for the cares and 
attentions of an affectionate 0 at: 
_ laſt expired, without a «ug 8816, ns a 
without a groan. 75 

It were E that. * one W 8 
mould die thus. But we muſt leave that ta 
hams in whoſe hands are the iſſues both of 
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85 life and death, and who, anch all things; 
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ell. Let our great anxiety be, 
that we > may die the death of the righteous, 
and that our laſt end may be peace. 
Of the life of your late excellent miniſter | 
I can give you, from this ide but a Bayt: 
ſhort and imperfet ſketch: why 
Dr. Joſeph Towers was ha in the ants; 
of St. George and Borough of Southwark, 
on the 11th day of April, 1737. His ad- 
vantages of early education were extrer ely. 
_ confined ;/ifor it appears 5 his own me- 
morandums, that he went to live with Mr: 
Samuel Goadby, a ſtationer in the city of 
London, when not twelve years of age, and 


in a ſhort time after was put apprentice to 


Mx. Robert Goadby, of Sherborne. His 
literary attainments, therefore,” were alto- 
gether the fruits of his own labour, with- 


out the benefit of previous inſtruction: a 


circumſtance truly honourable to his cha 

rater, becauſe it plainly proves that he 

poſſeſſed a thirſt of knowledge, a diligence 

- if application, and a perſeverance in over- 
coming the difficulties of learning by per- 

ſonal labour, which has ſeldom been ſur⸗ 
. 33 pine mere 
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There is among too many, who bers "y 
ceived, what is termed a regular education, . 
a literary pride, which looks down with un 5 
becoming contempt upon that knowledge, 
however uſeful and reſpectable, that bears 
not the ſtamp of ſome public ſeminary. But | 
are the philoſophical diſcoveries of a Frank- 
lin; or a Prieſtley, leſs creditable to them 
ſelves or leſs valuable to ſociety or is the 
Muſe of Rogers or of Roſcoe leſs charming 
to the reader of taſte becauſe theſe men 
did, not acquire their learning or im- 
prove their en within the walls of a 
nn og 

Dr. Frank "I as ; well: a8 Dr. Towers, was 
N an apprentice to a printer, and it 
Was probably in this ſituation, in which 
literature was continually paſsing through 


their hands, that curioſity was whetted and 


that thirſt of knowledge increaſed and, i in- 
dulged, which enabled them in the purſuit 
of it, to ſurmount all the diſadvantages of 
a narrow education. At what period Dr. 
Towers found leiſure and means to devote 
- himſelf regularly to this purſuit, I am not 


able to ſtate. But it appears from a memo- _ 


randum of his own, that as early as 1761, 
| x4 | E 5 when SY 
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when it wit" only to enty four years of age, 


be was well enough Known as à ſcholar, to 


correſpond with the great Lord Lyttleton,; | 
and two years afterwards he publiſhed a very 
ſenſible and Well-written view of the ge- 
nuine doctrines of chriftianity, in oppofition 
to the principal tenets of Calviniſm, in 
Which he had been early inſtructed, but 
which, upon examination, he ſaw reaſon to 
renoutice. This review brought him into 2 
notice among the Uifſenters of the preſby- 
terian denomination, and his intimacy with 
the learned and excellent Pr. Fleming, who | 
was his wife's relation, was probably of much 
uſe in directing and 'afsiſting his ſtudies for 
the chriſtian ne to WORD” IN br. 
alpired. by 
But theſe were not the only f ſtudies with 
Which he was occupied. He poſſeſſed from 
__ early youth a ſttong and ardent'love of free- 
dom. He was convinced that civil and re- 
 ligious liberty are intimately connected; 
that they muſt ſtand or fall together, and 
that he who defends the one is directly ſery- 
ing the cauſe of the other. He therefore 
Teems, at an early period, to have turne 


Us — to "Tho: ad of Engliſh 
hiſtory 
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hiſtory and the Engliſh conſtitution, We | 
find him in 1766 a reader at the Britiſh 
| Muſeum, examining papers, and acquiring 
that kind of knowledge, which enabled him 
afterwards to detect the errors and miſre- 
preſentations of Hume, Dalrymple, and 
Tucker, and to vindicate freedom and its 
friends, againſt the open attacks or under- 
| mining inſinuations of theſe popular writers. 
)bſervations upon theſe. authors, and 
. his tract upon the Right of Juries, diſcoyer 
a very extenſive knowledge of the hiſtory = 
and ancient law of England, and procured _ 
the Doctor a yery deſerved reputation and 

_ eſteem, among many of the firſt political 


Characters of this country, who afſociated 


with him upon terms of equality; for 
— no aher wa be Ale with. 


Among e e be mas choſga a 
member of the Conſtitutional Society, in 
which, among many others of the firſt rank 
and talents in the country; he had as fellow 


Pr 
Drs. Price, Jebb, and Kippis, Mr. Sheridan, 


e * eee that e gharac- 
| - E 2 . ter, 2 


a, the Dukes of Nortolk and. Rich- 


8) 


ter, whoſe memory as a ſcholar, as 4 
man of virtue, and a lover of freedom, will 
live and be revered, when rank and titles 
are loſt in forgetfulneſs—I - need hardly 
name Sir William Jones. The principle 
of this ſociety was, to diffuſe more widely 
among the people the knowledge of their 
rights and duties, as members of the com- 
munity; a principle which Dr. Towers 


never deſerted, becauſe he had a full con- 
| viRtion, founded upon the hiſtory of man, 
that the ignorance of the people ever has 


been, and ever muſt be, the mother both of 

ſuperſtition and of deſpotiſm. As a member 
of this ſociety, he was examined a few 
Vears ago before the Privy Council. He be- 
haved on the occaſion with the firmneſs 
of conſcious rectitude, and I believe did 
| not ſuffer, on that account, in the pri- 
vate eſtimation 7 0 thoſe "who. med 
m „ 
It was in the year 1774 that by began his 
; labours, as a chriſtian teacher, and was 
"choſen paſtor of a diſſenting congregation at 
_ « Highgate. There he continued to diſcharge 
the duties of the miniſtry till 1778, when 
he removed in che dene capatityt to this 
i 8 | ; f 88 Pee. 


( 


place. In this year he publiſhed his hs. 
ſervations on Hume's Hiſtory, and as a teſti- 
mony of approbation to this tract, he re- 
ceived, altogether unſolicited on his part, 
the degree of Doctor af Laws from the Uni- 
verſity of Edinburgh, which is dated a 
One! RIO ' 

He was employed een yedes vevvious 
to this on his Britiſh Biography, of which 
he publiſhed ſeven volumes in ſucceſsion, 5 
: and which led to an engagement, in con- 

nexion with his moſt excellent and learned 

friend Dr. Kippis, in the new edition of the 
Biographia Britannica. To the volumes which 
have been publiſhed of that great work, he 
contributed largely, having written, for his 
on ſhare, near ſixty lives. As an Engliſh 

Biographer indeed he holds a diſtinguiſhed 

rank, and his reading in that line, ' whilſt it 
gave him an extenſive knowledge of the learn- 
ing, and learned men of this country, ren- 
dered his converſation pleaſant and inſtruc- 
tive, from the fund of literary ancedote 

; with which it furniſhed him. 
Of his public labours in this pulpit I wad 
| FROS little to thoſe,” who have profited by 
them. His diſcourſes were plain, ra- 
. 3 tional, 


—_— 
* 


T to. receive from God, througl . 
om - Chak, the reward. of a "=. 1 uſeful 
+ wiſe. 


_ indeed inflexible, . It roſe above all conſi- 
| derations of worldly advantage z nor could 


(53) 


| tional, agd-praRtical ; and if there was not in 
them thoſe coruſcations of genius, that bold- 
neſs of eloquence, which have diſtinguiſhed 


ome - dercn chene Was, always a vein. of | 


ent, nad a ah pct 5 of . 


;odg TIT. 


virtue. Theſe labours he finiſhed here but 
the ſabbath before laſt. - He concluded his 
pilgrimage on earth on Monday evening 


the 20th. of laſt month, and is NOW. gene 
Jeſus 


His nd. i has beer to ably 4; 


25 drawn, in the hearing. of ſeveral of you, in 
another place, that I can ſay nothing, which 
will add to the impreſsion, TN rag 

that I aim. at in un reſpec, is | 


neſt m. man z adhd: — eee 
dom's eye, to any that kings can beſtow, or 


that even genius can merit, if not ac 
panied by virtue, If ever man deſerved this 
title it was Dr. Towers. His integrity was 


atereſt- whatever detach him from 
. 5 » 


(9) 
what ne deemed the intereſt of froth and 


virtue.” 


He had — deb, itt his der. both 


| WANs mem of rank and men of wealth. And 
thoſe who were "acquainted with him well 
. know; that he never courted the one, and 


never flattered che other. For though” His 


| circumſtances were far from being eaſy, his 


mind was always independent; and though 
by a kind of management, which is too 


common'both among preachers and authors, 


he might certainly have turned his talents to 
a more lucrative,” not 


not indeed a better ac- 
t, he diſdained to ſubmit” to fuch a 
— — diſdained to purchaſe money 
at the expence of principle, or of any com- 
pliance that might have leſſened him in 


his own eſtimation. This rigid adherence 


to rectitude was ſo well known among his 


acquaintance, that a man of firſttrate wit 


* 


and penetration once obſerved in a humorous 


truth on which the humour was founded, 


* that if Dr. Towers were as tall and as thick 


as he was honeſt, he RO uni" behind 
bim in a battle,” © 
"00 . and confitency of character 


en tered 


. 


4 


. into all his opinions and alt his 
plans, both in public and private life. If 
he was a warm and ſtrenuous ſupporter | 
of liberty, it was not for the ſake of a name. 
It was becauſe he conſidered it as that, 
which alone confers dignity both upon indi- 
viduals and nations. But it was not every 
thing that is called liberty, which he re- 
garded. It was a liberty rational and well 
| regulated, founded upon juſtice, directed 
by wiſdom, and le: ing to the peace and 
happineſs of ſociety. | And his love of this 
kind of liberty was not more ardent, than 


bis hatred and reproaches were bitter, againſt 


all thoſe in every country, who, under the 
pretence of promoting freedom, are guilty 
of injuſtice and oppreſsion, and thus do, 
what in them lies, to render the very name 
of freedom odious to unthinking and undiſ- 
criminating minds. His object was not the 
cauſe of any party or of any country, unleſs 
where the intereſt of that party, or of that 
country, was conſiſtent with, and tended to 
promote the 6 intereſt * truth. > and 
9 , = 
Nor were his active exertions een 
[ach 9 public affairs. He was always ready 


to 


eme of tele ch 5 
rity or private benevolence: He'had a con- 
ſiderable ſhare and connexion, with Dr. 
Hawes and other good men, in the original | 
inſtitution of the ſociety, which truly de- 
1 ſerves the name that it aſſumes; which has 
delivered, and continues to deliver many 
from the very fangs of death. In private 
he was generous, even beyond the line of 
prudence ; and- en of n rene N 
to an exceſs. 
Ihe extent of his pity W that 
his life, for the ſpace of thirty years and 
upwards, muſt have been a life of aſsiduous 
| ſtudy and laborious exertion ; and even thoſe 
who differ from him moſt in religious or po- 
litical ſentiments, will readily admit, if they 
are acquainted with his private character, 
that whatever he wrote or did, during that 


period, he wrote and did from the moſt 


upright motives; and that he ſent nothing 
into the world which is not favourable to 
religion and virtue. If it might not ſeem 
| indelicate to conclude this ſketch of the 
life of another, by mingling with it any 
thing that regards myſelf, I ſhould fay, 
that during a connexion of twelve years 
N N 
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faith and 
and that after enjoying with them the plea - 
ſures of piety and the ſatisfaction of con- 


foraſmuch as ye know, that your labour 
hall not be in vain in the Lord,” 


oath Dr. FREY as afternoon's preactier in 
this ſociety, I believe there has not ariſen 
between us a ſingle ſpark of jealouſy, or CI 
. fingle moment of miſunderſtanding. 
What remains but to ſay, that the death 8 
of the wiſe. and virtuous is an admonition 


to us to be ready alſo; an incitement to 
the timely acquiſition of wiſdom and vir- 
tue. It is only by this acquiſition. that we 


_ followers of thoſe, who through 
patience inherit the promiſes ; 


ſcious. tte here, we can ſhare with 


them t > honours of immortality. hereafter, ; 
2 Acting upon thoſe principles, and thoſe 


hopes which cheered them under the pro- 


ſpect of diſſolution, we alſo ſhall, be able 


to ſay, thanks be to God, who giveth us 


the victory through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 
Be ye therefore ſtedfaſt and immoveable, 


always abounding in the work of the Lord, 0 
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| 1 V V HEN 4 or this ; pen ; 
. of the dead, crowded. with the ſad monu- 
ments of human mutability and Frailty, 


9 our hearts are filled with ſenſations which 


cannot be deſcribed. Here we ſee recorded 
the fate of multitudes Who were once buſy _ 
on the ſtage of life, but are now flumbering : 
in their duſty beds: and, while we read the 
mournful leſſon, of mortality, we are ready 
to exclaim, .* “This is the end of all men, 
and the living”. muſt, 5+ lay, it to heart!” 
While we penſively walk ; in this place of 
ſilence and. of death, we. cannot. advance ""M 
ſtep without reflecting with ourſelves, that | 
all fleſh is graſs; as liable to wither as the 
tender blade which is cruſhed beneath our 
feet, or trembles at the blaſt of the paſsing 
wind. We cannot caſt; a tranſient. look 
around. us, without perceiving ſome be- 
loved name engraved on thoſe ſepulchral 5 
regiſters of death, at the ſight of which 
our hearts thrill with an involuntary pang 
of anguiſh and regret; while we tread 
| lightly on the turf where, perhaps, the 
| . valued | 


> 
3 8 


5 is now before our eyes, how deplorab 
be the ſtate of that man's mind, who does 


W 
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valued reliques of fon friend ſome rela- 
tion,, are peacefully interred. 


Under the impreſsion of PW a ſcene as 
fe muſt 


not cheriſh' the hope of à better life be- 


yond the darknefs of the tomb! Bewil- 
dered in perplexity and ſorrow, he can 
ill ſuſtain the troubles which haraſs and 
oppreſs his mind. Thoſe who were once 
the objects of his regard, are put far from 
him: they are removed from his fight, and 
nue has no hope of ever beholdihg them 
135 again. To him, they are for ever loft, en- . 

voelopedd in — dirkneſs ingulphed ; 


In a fathomleſs abyfs. 
But the doctrine of Jefus opens to the 


: vow a brighter and a happier profpect. 


His diſciples are the children of hope. His : 
difcoveries have diſpelled the thick cloud 


ol "uncertainty which hung upon this in- 
tereſting ſubject, and have thrown the 
dleareſt light upon the future deſtinatioon 
Ss” ; human ' beings. The great doctrin oof 
che reſurrection of the dead, which is re- 
vealed in the New Teſtament, is e 


by” he refurrection of ym, which may 
de 


0 


he: conſidered as an example, an antici- 
pation, and a pledge, of that of his followers. 
« For Chtiſt is riſen from the dead, and 
become the firſt fruits of them that ſlept.” 
The perſuaſion of this important truth 
affords to the virtuous the moſt ſolid ſup- 
Port in every ſcene of duty and of ſuffer- 
ing, the moſt efficacious remedy under the 
ſevereſt troubles of life, and the moſt 
powerful antidote againſt the fear of dying. 
And thus it enables the chriſtian to triumph 
over the moſt cruel tyranny, and the moſt 
irkſome bondage, the tyranny of death, 
and the bondage of the grave. It points 


out to us more ſplendid ſcenes of felicit _ 


and bliſs. It leads our minds to the con- 

templation of that happy æra, when the 
| righteous ſhall be reſtored to new life; 
when the virtuous and truly wiſe ſhall recog- 
nize each other, and © friends meet friends I; 


with mutual extacy and joy; when thoſe | 


who were once employed in promoting the 
knowledge, the virtue, and the happineſs 
of their ſpecies, ſhall be crowned with the 
reward of their benevolence; and the merci- 
ful ſhall obtain mercy; and thoſe who now |. 
mourn ſhall be comforted; and thoſe who 
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aue pafing through! this land 6f hago 


and this vale of death, —_— >merg, 
regions" of uncreated light. $6178 
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As s the great Arbiter of life Lat in * 

infinite wiſdom, thought fit to deliver our 
1 departed friend into the hand of death, 
we now ſolemnly commit his body to the 
ground, in the firm belief of a general re- 
ſurrection, and a future life. We believe 


that he ſhall riſe again at the laſt day. 
We believe that theſe graves ſhall give up 


their numerous inhabitants which now lie 
entombed i in deep oblivion. The dead which 
here ſurround us will burſt their awful bar 


tier; and thoſe who are ſleeping in the duſt 


mall awake with wonder and ſurprize from 
the long ſilence of the e us; and. . 


dead in Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt.“ 
While we ſtand at the nai 4. this 
2 opening ſepulchre, and look down into tlie 


chambers of death, let us conſider, that ere 
long we alſo ſhall be encloſed in the dark 
and narrow. houſe ; ; that ere long our weep- 

g friends may be ſummoned to — 
While 
we are conſigning to the tomb the venerable 
8 remains of the e * * our 
1 \ dean 


1 5 £ - theſe fad and*mournful offices for us. 
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tears and our regrets for the loſs which his 


friends, and the publie, ; have [ſuſtained ; b 


let us raiſe our views beyond theſe dark 
abodes of ſorrow, to that bliſsful ſtate, 
where mortality is ſwallowed up of life.“ 


Let us cheriſh the animating hope, that we 


ſhall hereafter meet thoſe eminent examples 


of ſocial virtue and benevolence who have, 


in every period of time, done honour to 
human nature, and now © inherit By 1 
miſes.“ 0 

In the mean ai I truſt, it will not be 
deemed unſuitable to this place or occaſion, 
if, for a moment, we call to mind thoſe © 
talents and thoſe virtues which were known 
and acknowledged by all to whom 1 


now addreſs myſelf. No one, who is at 


all acquainted with the ſtate of letters in 


this country, can be ignorant, that Dr. 
Towers had, in an eminent degree, diſtin- 


guiſhed himſelf as a writer; as many va- 


luable tracts, and larger works, publiſhed 


by him in ſeveral departments « of literature, 


abundantly teſtify. His various and nu- 


merous writings had gained him no incon- 


Derr ſhare of . bene nt the Ta 


Tags” 2 | 4 
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* acquaintance- of ſeveral perſons of the firſt 
order of talents, or of the higheſt con- 
fideration in this country. in point of 
rank and erudition. And it is no ſlender 
tribute of praiſe to his memory, to add, | 


that he never wrote but in the cauſe w- 


virtue or ſcience, never exerciſed his pen 
but as the advocate of . and the friend 
of human kind. 


Biography might, perhags, 5 ee : 
as his peculiar province, his favourite purſuit. 


bj This object he proſecuted with inoreaſing ar- 


dour, and with no common degree of ability, 


\ ſucceſs, and advantage. And 1 hall be war- 
ranted in this aſſertion, when it is conſidered, 


that he bore a diſtinguiſhed part in the con- 
duct of a work of great national utility and 
importance, in which he engaged as the 
friend and coadjutor of the learned, the 
liberal, and the enlightened Dr. Kippis. 
It deſerves here to be mentioned, becauſe 

it is a circumſtance which reflects honour 
on the talents, and the induſtry of Dr. 
Towers, that, by the native force and 
vigour of his mind, and the activity of 
his intellectual powers, as well as by the 
85 habits of W application and inde- 
. 5 fatigable 


r 
fatigable diligence, and a courſe of various 
and extenſive reading, he roſe ſuperior to 
many difficulties, and ſubdued many diſ- 
advantages under which he had laboured in 
the early period of his life. Captivated 
with the love of letters, devoted to ſtudy, _ 
and ſuperior to all the ſuggeſtions of in- 

tereſt and avarice, he purſued knowledge 
with the avidity with which many en- 
gage in the acquiſition of wealth. In his 

eſtimation, the price of knowledge was 

far above rubies, and he ſought for in- 

ſtruction more ardently than for choice 


gold: For this, he roſe up early, and late 


took reſt, and eat the bread of care. 
Thoſe who well knew Dr. Towers, can 
bear a chearful and an honourable teſtimony 
to his merit, as a man whoſe mind was not 
jaundiced by the gall of envy or cankered ma- 
levolence; was not warped or contaminated 
by thoſe little jealouſies, which render men 
flow.to acknowledge merit wherever it be 
found, to beſtow the niggard, reluctant, 
compulſory tribute of praiſe wherever it be 
due. He gave no countenance to a ſpirit of 
mean and illiberal competition, to thoſe petty 
and diſgraceful rivalſhips in literature, which 
hs G 2 3 
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are the ſpawn of baſe and diſhoneſt paſsions, 
which exhibit an humiliating picture of hu- 
man infirmity; an infirmity, indeed, incident 
to men of all profeſsions and deſcriptions, 
1 too often the reproach of men of letters, 
diſhonouring the temple of ſcience, and 
blaſting the laurels of an hard-earned fame. 
He wiſhed to clear away the narrow fences, 
the little inoloſures, of a literary ariſtocracy; 
and to eſtabliſh the commonwealth of letters 
upon the moſt liberal, enlarged, and com- 
prehenſive principles. He was poſſeſſed of 
that true candour and ingenuouſneſs of 
temper, which would, by every poſsible 
means, encourage the exertion of talents, 
the advancement of learning, and the pro- 
greſs of philoſophy; which would give to 
| induſtry and genius their full ſcope ; lay 
wide open to all, the ſpacious field of honeſt 
emulation; and keep the courſe free to thoſe 
competitors who engage in the generous 
race of glory, and, with a manly ardour, 
contend for the prize of honour and re- 
nown. 

It may here be 8 chat a native open- 
neſs and ſimplicity, an honeſt independence, 
an inviolable and inflexible integrity, were 
5 8 the 


e 
the prominent features, the legible characters 
of his mind. And nothing, in his experience 
of the world, moved his indignation more 

than diſsimulation and duplicity of heart, 
or an unmanly dereliction of principle. 
He was a man, undeſigning himſelf, and 
therefore unſuſpicious of other men. He 
had a ſacred reverence for truth; and, in- 
capable of a baſe action, he departed not 


from the line of rectitude and honour. He 


could not court an empty popularity and 
applauſe by degrading compliances, or by a 

mean and ſelfiſh accommodation to the pre- 

judices of ignorance and folly. He diſ- 
dained to compromiſe principles which he 
had adopted upon the fulleſt conviction, or 
to ſacrifice his conſcience at the gilded 
ſhrine of riches or of greatneſs. In main- 
taining thoſe principles which he con- 
ſidered as cloſely connected with the liberties 
and the happineſs of mankind, he manifeſted 
an undaunted firmneſs and magnanimity, 

which wealth could not corrupt, which 
power could not intimidate, which terror 
3 could not ſhake. Yet could he not baſely 
ſtoop to treacherous and diſhonourable means 
of diſſeminating his own principles 3 hav- 


046) 


ing never arrived at that degree of refine- 
ment in political ſophiſtry and worldly 
wiſdom, which inculcates the depraved and 
corrupt doctrine, that the end will juſtify 
the means, teaching to do evil that good 
may come. In ſhort, it may be truly ſaid, 
that he maintained that uniform con- 
ſiſtency of conduct, which entitled him 
to the appellation of an honeſt man!” 
than which there is not within the com- 
paſs of human qualiſication or attainment a 
character of more true dignity and honour, 
and which has been juſtly ſtyled “ The 
nobleſt work” of the Creator. 
As a philanthropiſt, his heart was 4 
en by partial and ſelfiſh conſidera- 


o 


tions. His benevolence was not confined 


to perſons of any particular party or 
perſuaſion, of any ſpecific colour or com- 
plexion, of any region or country of the 
globe. As a citizen of the world, it was his 
moſt ardent with to ſee the bleſsings of 
freedom and civilization univerſally diffuſed. 
As a chriſtian, there was nothing he ſo 
feelingly deplored, as the effects of that fear- 
ful policy, that deſolating ambition, which 
in all the civilized countries of Europe have 

organized 
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ORD” Y a ſyſtem of undder and PL, 


tion, have given, as it were, a ſanction to the 


wanton waſte of human blood, and doomed 


the wretched race of man to the ſweeping 
calamities of war. He was a true patriot, a 


ſteady advocate for the wiſe and juſt admi- 
niſtration of the laws, and a real friend to 


the pure principles of genuine and rational 


7 liberty; at the ſame time that he was a deter- 
mined enemy to thoſe corruptions and abuſes 


which, in the lapſe of years, gradually inſi- 


nuate themſelves, and corrode, and undermine 


the beſt-conſtituted governments. If he had 


any prejudice, it was, if I may be allowed 


the expreſsion, a generous prejudice on the 


ſide of virtue. If his mind were ever heated | 
by enthuſiaſm, it was a noble fervor, an 


ardent enthuſiaſm in the cauſe of free- 
| dom, This was the object of his idolatry, 
This was the divinity upon whoſe altar he 
daily offered up, with undiſſembled devo- 


tion, the warm incenſe of the heart. No 
private or perſonal conſiderations ever inter- 
fered with his exertions in that which he 
deemed to be the moſt glorious cauſe which 
can ifttereſt a truly philanthropic mind. In 


aſſerting this cauſe, it may be added, that 
he 


* . 


he was ready to ſacrifice all worldly views 
of emolument or fame: nay, in this cauſe, 
is it too much to ſay, that peradventure he 
would have dared even to die? 
As a theologian and a preacher, thoſe 
who now hear me are not to be informed, 
with what ſim plicity and fincerity, with 
what energy and zeal he inculcated the 
truths of chriſtianity, according to the moſt 
liberal and enlightened views of that ſyſtem, - 
fo ſublime in its nature, ſo beautiful in its 
ſtructure, and ſo intereſting to the condition 
of man, to all his ſentiments, to all bis 
feelings, and to all his hopes. 
In the religious ſociety who do them 
ſelves honour by the juſt tribute of 
reſpect which they are this day paying 
to his memory, he faithfully diſcharged 
the ſacred functions of his paſtoral office, 
for ſeveral years paſt, in connection 
with an able and worthy colleague, 
who was united with him by the ties of 
friendſhip as well as of duty. And, for 
| ſeveral preceding years, he was connected 
in the ſame office, and by the ſame ties, 
with the virtuous and venerable Dr. Price 
one of the firſt and beſt of men whoſe 
| 8 5 N name 


„ 

name will long be honoured and revered as - 
the diſintereſted friend of freedom and hu- 
manity; and to whom he will, at length, 
be re- united in that world, where all the 
titles of earthly honour and diſtinction ſhall 
ceaſe; where war, and enmity, andidiſcord; 
ſhall be no more; where peace, and truth, 
and liberty, and righteouſneſs, ſhall reign in 
eternal triumph, and with ene | 
purity; and haſtea gs mi in mode al, 
The loſs of worthy, uſeful, Bes eftimable f 
erſons, is an event, which, while it awakens 
all the generous ſenſibilities of the heart, 
likewiſe calls for the exerciſe of all our firm- 
neſs and all our philoſophy. It is one of the 
moſt painful trials which can befal us in this 
world. To. ſee thoſe removed for ever out 
of it, whoſe continuance. in it would pro- 
bably have been uſeful and important to 
the cauſe of virtue, and to the public; to 
ſee the deareſt unections, and all the 
tender charities of life diſſolved in a mo- 
ment; the huſband ſevered from the wife, 

the father from the ſon, the paſtor from his 
congregation and his friends theſe are 
events afflicting to humanity; events 5 8 
nn. to our n with the moſt intereſt- 


1 „ 
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ing and bee cloglenter events which 
mould lead us to indulge tlie frequent and 
penſive recollection of the virtues of our de- 
parted friends; and with emulation, aſsi- 
duity, and care, to imitate their example, 
. neg: [he us nat thele'conyerſa- 
2 tion. hes oho V e On 00 $5 3050 
irs — ban which may 
tend to: alleviate our grief for the loſs of 
. thoſe whom we valued and eſteemed. It 
| ber wered, upon ſuch mournful 
occaſions as — that the diſeipline 
of the affections may hereby be improved; 
and that by the ſadneſs of the eounte 
nance the heart may be made better.“ 
And, amidſt our daily experience of the 
ravages made in our ſocial comforts” by 
| death, which removes far beyond the reach 
of all our tenderneſs and affection, thoſe 
who were neareſt to our hearts; it will be a 
ſource of no ſmall conſolation to us, to re- 
flect, that they are ſafe in . n e = 
kind and merciful Creator. © HOLT 
At all times, a ee 6s: ancertain 
aud unquiet times, when the world is up in 
arms, and the affairs of human beings wear 
- troubled and nen ne” whi 
2 the 


_ 


* 


(9). 


the Whole mul. and politicat-bemiſphers 
looks louring and dark; wlien we hear of 


nothing but wars and rumours of wars; 
and though they cry, Peace, peace!” yet 


there is no peave—but in the grave !—in 
ſuch times, the arguments which | ſhould 
reconcile us to the trial of our faith, con- 

ancy, and patience, in the death of thoſe 
we love, gather ſtrength by the conſidera- 
tion, that IRGC eee e 
evil to Sm.. 

And, in ſuch awful LS 1 1 
we are excited to look forwand to that glo- 
rious day which ſhall ſucceed this frail and 
tranſitory life; the great day of reſurrection, 
and final retribution 4 day which will un- 
fold the myſteries of nature and provi- 
dence; a day which will ſolve the diffi- 
culties which now puzzle and perplex our 


underſtandings; a day which will diſpel tie 


clouds which envelope our minds, which 
will © bring forth our righteouſneſs as the 
light, and our judgment as the noon - day ſy 


| While we fix the eye of heavenly con- 
templation upon that grand and illuſtrious | 
period, ſhall we repine at the evils it may 


for a little while be our lot to endure: 2 Let 
| H 2 1 us: 


(6) 


us rather learn to bear them as becomes 
men, and chriſtians, with fottitude, reſigna- 
tion, and hope, even in the ſtraits of ad- 
. and ſorrow. FS 
Finally, let us aim to walk in a courſe 
of habitual, cheerful, and active. obedience 
to the will of the all-wiſe and righteous 
Governor of the world that great Being, 
who diſpenſes evil as well as good; who 
ſees the end from the beginning, and orders 
all things for the beſt; who arranges the 
infinite ſeries of circumſtances and events 
which. take place in the world around us, 
in ſuch a manner as that the operation of 
ſeeming irregularity and diſorder, of cruelty, 
oppreſsion, miſery, pain, and death, ſhall 
ultimately iſſue in the general eſtabliſhment 
of peace, liberty, and benevolence, in the 
final and conſummate harmony and hap- 
bpineſs of the r of ee de · 
. Beten T6 F | 
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1. A Review of the Genuine Doctrines of Chriſ- 
tianity: comprehending remarks on ſeveral principal 
calviniſtical doctrines; and ſome obſervations on the 
Uſe of Reaſon in Religion, on Human Nature, 1 on 
3 bite 5 * 4760 
An Enquiry into the 4 whether We are, 
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an independent citizen of London. oh 
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10. A Letter to the Rev. Mr. John Wesley; Sik 1 

ſwer to his late Pamphlet, entitled, Free ee * 
on the Preſent Braſs of Fablic Aﬀairs,” 88 1771 
11. Britiſh 
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11. Britiſh Biography, vol. VII. : 1 772 
12. A Letter to the Rev. Dr. Nowell, principal 


of St. Mary Hall, King's profeſſor of Modern Hiſtory, 
and public orator in the univerſity of Oxford: | occa- 


ſioned by his very extraordinary Sermon, preached be- 
fore the Houſe of Commons on the Thirtieth of + ILL 4 
ary, 1772. h — 
213. A Dialogue 8 Two Gull, con- 
cerning the late Application to Parliament, for relief 
in the matter of Subſcription to the Thirty-nine 
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214. An Examination into the Nature and Evi- 
dence of the Charges brought againſt Lord William 
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Bart. in his Memoirs of Great Britain. | un 
15. A Letter to Dr. Samuel Johnſon, octaſiongd by 
huis late Political Publications: with an appendix, con- 
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Dr. Shebbeare.  _ | 5 1775 
46. A Sermon 3 at St. eee 1. | 
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Lane, Southwark, | e 1777 ä 
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the Rev, Caleb Fleming, D. v5. 5 1779 
19. ALetter to the Right Honourable the Earl of Mick” 
Shelburne, Firſt Lord of the Treaſury. - if 5. 5 8984 


20. A Vindication of the Political Principles of 
Mr. Locke: in anſwer to the jon af he Bore 8 
Dr. Tucker, Dean of Gloceſter. — 


21. Obſervations relative to the _ lately wied . 
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Peers, between the Lord Biſhop of London, and Lewis 
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Diſtey Frytehe, Bly: concerning the OY To, 
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22. Obſervations on the Rights and paß of 
Juries, f in Trials for Libels: together with remarks on 


_ the origin and nature of the Law of Libels. | 5 1784 | 


9 Dialogues concerning the Ladies. 'To which | 


is added an eſſay on the Ancient Amazons. 5 BLEED 


*24 An Eſſay a the Liſe, Caray nod Wit 


| ings, of Dr. Samuel Johnſon... 1 7 


22. An Oration ed at n . 5 
vern, on the Fourth of November, 7788, on occaſion 
of the eommemoration of the Revelution, 1 1055 


2856. Memoirs of the Life and We of "Fredrick 5 
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Of this Life a new Edition was pabltid is 1795 MN 
Vith additions. | £ 
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New Parliament: with an appendix, containing re- 
| marks on the Letter of the pk hon. Edmund Burke 


on the Revolution in France. 1790 e 


228. A Dialogue between an Aldbelator and PT. 5 
well-informed Engliſhman, on the Grounds of the late 

| RS RIA and the commencement 92 a "War oo 
France. 1793 
*29. Remarks on hs Cen. TE: and Pub- : 

| lications, of the Aſſociation T the Crown and Anchor, 
in the Strand, for Preſerving Liberty and Property 


| againd Republicans and Levellers. ; — 
30. An Addreſs to the Electors of Great Britain, 1796 
31 e on National inſanity. _ 1797 


In the new edition. of the 1 Sages, he | 
5 volumes in folio of which were ſacceflively publiſhed in 
ts 5700, 1784, 1789, and 1793; 49 new lives, beſides 

numerous 
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ieee to thoſe that were old, were written by 
Dr. Towers; and in the iſt part of the 6th volume, which is 
yet unpubliſhed, are 6 lives of which he was, the author. 
Two Diſcourſes alſo by Baron Hertzberg, . delivered at 
« Public Meetings of the Royal Academy of Sciences and 


o Belles. Lettres at Berlin, in the years 1785 and 1786, on 


the Population of States in general, and that of the 
i Pruffian dominions in particular,” and * on the True 


% Riches of States and Nations, the Balance of Commerce, 


* 


« and that of Power,” were tranſlated from the French by 


Dr. Towers, and printed in 1786: and, in 1788, was printed 
his tranſlation of an Hiſtorical Memoir of the Firſt Year 
« of the Reign of Frederick William II, King of Pruſſia, 
read-in 1787 = the ſame dry at a oy of the ſame 
e ah 10 1:95 bon 91:1 $94 It Writes be: As 
RY 4198} 16% & 5s: FRE * Pier 
or the pamphlets thoſe marked with deri, were re- 
printed 3 in 3 volumes, bro. 1 accompanied by, a: n 
index, in 1796. 
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